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Asian Pacific American health profes-
sionals will begin to appreciate their 
potential for excellence in leadership. 
Having had the opportunity of person-
ally meeting with his Fellows as they 
come to Capitol Hill each year, I must 
say that I have always been extraor-
dinarily impressed by their dedication 
and commitment to our nation. Pat 
Okura has truly been a visionary role 
model for all of us and the ultimate 
public servant. I wish him the best on 
this truly special occasion.∑ 

f 

THE INGHAM COUNTY WOMEN’S 
COMMISSION 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to acknowledge and congratulate 
the Ingham County Women’s Commis-
sion, as they celebrate their 25th Anni-
versary. 

The Ingham County Women’s Com-
mission has taken great strides to 
meet the needs of women since it was 
founded in 1974. The commission, origi-
nally established to serve as a study 
and research center focusing on the 
issues concerning women in the coun-
ty, was restructured in 1976 and took 
on an advisory role to the Board of 
Commissioners. They now focus on 
issues that impact the women of the 
county. They have continued their ef-
forts in researching better ways to 
meet the needs of women through 
county resources. 

What is truly remarkable about this 
select group is their dedication to help-
ing enrich the lives of women. They 
work closely with the Equal Oppor-
tunity Commission to overcome dis-
crimination against women. The com-
mission also provides many important 
and beneficial services to women. Their 
greatest accomplishments include in-
volvement with the New Way In and 
Rural Emergency Outreach and the 
provision of acquaintance rape edu-
cation for high school students. Addi-
tionally, they have experienced vast 
success in helping raise awareness of 
women’s issues by developing a sexual 
harassment policy for county employ-
ees, sponsoring the Ingham County 
Sexual Assault Task Force and the 
Michigan Council of Domestic Vio-
lence. 

This important group of women are 
to be commended for their accomplish-
ments over the last 25 years. Their 
hard work and dedication to conveying 
the importance of women’s issues will 
benefit many women for years to 
come.∑ 
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LANE KIRKLAND 

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, earlier 
today, there was a memorial service for 
former AFL–CIO president, Joseph 
Land Kirkland, on the campus of 
Georgetown University. I was deeply 
saddened to hear of Lane’s passing and 
would like to reflect for just a few mo-
ments on his life and his enormous con-
tribution to organized labor in Amer-
ica. 

Lane Kirland spent virtually his en-
tire working life in the service of his 
country. As a young man, he enrolled 
in the first class of the U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy and served the dura-
tion of World War II as a transport offi-
cer. Following the war, Lane went back 
to school, taking night classes at 
Georgetown, and received a degree in 
foreign relations in 1948. He intended to 
enter the foreign service and represent 
American interests abroad, but shortly 
after graduation he took a low-level re-
search position with the American Fed-
eration of Labor. 

That seemingly temporary sidestep 
would become the consuming mission 
of his working life. An unlikely labor 
leader, born of a well-to-do southern 
family and schooled in international 
relations, Lane became a strong advo-
cate for justice in the workplace and a 
champion of human dignity. From 1948 
until, some would say, the day he died, 
he fought for working people—for high-
er wages, better health care, and great-
er protections for workers health and 
safety. It is a credit to his skill, intel-
lect and unflagging determination that 
he was elected president of the AFL– 
CIO in 1979, a post he faithfully held for 
16 years. 

Lane was a titan of the American 
labor movement. A man of great per-
sonal strength, Lane used his talent 
and energy to act upon his convictions, 
uniting people of diverse backgrounds 
and improving the lives of countless 
working families across this country 
and around the world. During Lane’s 
tenure as president, organized labor 
faced ever-increasing challenges which 
called for strong, decisive leadership. 
With union membership declining 
across the country, Lane fought suc-
cessfully to unite the Nation’s largest 
and best-known unions under the AFL– 
CIO, guaranteeing the continued vital-
ity of organized labor and ensuring it a 
position in American political dis-
course well into the 21st century. 

His vision for trade unionism did not 
stop at the water’s edge. Under Lane’s 
stewardship, the AFL–CIO reached out 
to workers around the world. Like few 
others at the time, Lane understood 
the global struggle embodied in the 
cold war. He was a man of great in-
sight, and he realized that a fair work-
place could be used as a lever to create 
a fairer society. Ardently anti-
communist, Lane believed personal 
freedom was the right of every man, 
woman, and child and saw the union as 
a vehicle of freedom. Thus, he sup-
ported trade unions in China, Cuba, 
South Africa, Chile, and Poland, where 
unions were severely suppressed and 
personal freedoms denied. When Soli-
darity assumed power in Poland, 
Lane’s faith in the power of trade 
unions and lifetime of work to build 
them were irrefutably vindicated. 

With Lane’s passing, a bright light 
for trade unions has been extinguished. 
He will be greatly missed. My thoughts 
and prayers are with his wife, Irena, 
and his family.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO LANE KIRKLAND 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, over 
the August recess South Carolina lost 
one of her most distinguished native 
sons, Lane Kirkland. Unless you knew 
Lane personally, you weren’t likely to 
know he was a proud South Carolinian. 
If you did know him personally, there 
was no way not to know he was a proud 
South Carolinian. He went to South 
Carolina regularly; sometimes to see 
his brothers Ranny and Tommy, some-
times just to go to the wonderful small 
town of Camden where he spent his 
childhood summers. Whenever we 
would meet, officially or not, we al-
ways spent some time talking about 
South Carolina. 

Lane remembered and cherished his 
roots, but they did not bind him. He 
had grown up with people who could 
not see through their rich heritage to 
the future. Lane was acutely aware of 
this trap and he illustrated this bril-
liantly in a commencement address to 
the University of South Carolina in 
1985. 

I owe to Sidney Hook a thought that I offer 
as my final conclusion from all this. From 
him I learned the difference between a truth 
and a deep truth. A deep truth is a truth the 
converse of which is equally true. For exam-
ple, it is true, as Santayana said, that those 
who cannot remember the past are doomed 
to repeat it. Yet it is equally true that those 
who do remember the past may not know 
when it is over. That is a deep truth. 

Lane Kirkland was a complex person 
as evidenced by his many contradic-
tions. He was a Southerner who found 
his education and opportunity in New 
York; he descended from planters but 
had his first success as a sea captain; 
he was a child of privilege who became 
a self-described New Dealer; he was an 
intellectual who fought for miners and 
mill workers; and perhaps most impor-
tantly, he was a liberal anti-Com-
munist. 

Lane had many triumphs in his life, 
but none was so important as the lead-
ing role he played in the liberation of 
Eastern Europe and the fall of the wall. 
He committed the resources of the 
American labor movement to preserve 
Lech Walesa and Solidarity. The New 
York Post wrote that ‘‘Kirkland must 
be included among a select group of 
leaders—including Ronald Reagan, 
Pope John Paul II and Lech Walesa— 
who played a critical role in bringing 
about the demise of Communism.’’ Wil-
liam Safire, no fan of organized labor, 
wrote this about Lane Kirkland and 
Lech Walesa: ‘‘Together these two 
anti-Communist patriots fought the 
Soviet empire when the weak-kneed 
were bleating ‘convergence’. Their re-
fusal to compromise with evil exempli-
fied the leadership that helped win— 
the word is ‘win’—the cold war.’’ 

As a South Carolinian and an Amer-
ican, I am proud of the central role 
that Lane played in the central strug-
gle of this century. People in the 
United States and around the world 
know the exhilaration and opportunity 
that freedom brings in part because of 
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